BGO Sermon for 10-30-16 – Revival: It Comes from Doing
I Cor 9:19-26 (Msg) Matt 28:16-20 (Msg) John 2:1-2 (NIV) Matt 9:10-13 (NIV) Romans 8:26-28 (Msg) 2 Cor 13:5-9 (Msg)

For those of you who haven‟t been with us the last few weeks, we‟re in the midst of
a sermon series called “Revival”, and that‟s the goal: revival - reviving our spirits,
reviving our churches, and reviving our place as part of that moving of the Spirit
that started in Britain and spread to the Americas. Along the way, we‟re sharing
some of the life history of John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement,
and some of the pictures and insights my wife Amy and I gained on our trip to
England. And again, Wesley wasn‟t trying to start a new “church”, a new
denomination; he was trying to bring a spiritual revival to his native England.
Last Sunday we left John in London, after his
experience on Aldersgate Street, having his heart
strangely warmed, with love for God and neighbor
filling his soul. But the part of John‟s life we‟ll talk
about today takes place in the city of Bristol.
The city seemed pretty calm and laid-back when we
were there this summer, but back in John Wesley‟s
day, Bristol had a reputation - think San Francisco
meets West Virginia meets the Southside of
Chicago. The river running through it opens into a
bay, which made it one of Britain‟s top seaports,
known for among other things, smuggling, gun
running and slave trading. And deserved or not,
sailors on shore leave have a reputation all their
own.
Add to that, Bristol was in the midst of coal mining country. The coal miners there:
they worked hard, they drank heavy, they played rough.
While we were in England, we heard when the miners
would come out of the hills and into town, the Bristol
constables would hide in their barracks until the miners
left. That‟s a tough crowd - a crowd not likely to be in a
church on a Sunday morning.
So if you were in Bristol back then, what would you do
to help those folks out there know that they could have the assurance that Christ
could take away their sins, even theirs, and save them from the law of sin and
death?

The answer for John Wesley came through a note from a
friend from his Oxford University days, a man named
George Whitfield. Now Whitfield had come to college in
Oxford as a student - servant, paying his way by doing
chores for the aristocratic kids there. It was John‟s brother
Charles who had taken him in, after saving him from
bullying by some of those same “upper-class” students.
Whitfield soon became a vital part of the Wesley brothers‟
small group, that “Holy Club” who‟s members would be given the name
“Methodists.”
After college, Whitfield had found
himself excluded from pulpits all
over England, mostly because many
in the churches found him “overly
enthusiastic”… code words back then
for being considered a crazed fanatic.
His answer to that predicament: Do
what Jesus did…preach on the
hillside. So Whitfield went to the
Kingswood area just outside of
Bristol and began to share the Gospel
on Hanham Mount. The curious, the
convicted and the called - came in
droves to hear him.
Whitfield sent that note offering for
Wesley to come join him in God‟s work there. Wesley was of the same enthusiastic
bent as his friend; “obnoxiously overzealous,” was how one person put it. It left
him in the same pulpit predicament as Whitfield too; by the end of 1738, there were
only 5 church in all of London that Wesley was allowed to preach in.
Even with all that, Wesley was unsure, as much about the setting as his own ability.
At one point Wesley said, “I wouldn’t believe that anyone could even be saved
outside of a parish church.” But either out of curiosity, friendship or the
prompting of the Holy Spirit, Wesley went to hear his friend preach. And while
there, he witnessed the power of God, as thousands turned their hearts to Christ,
rugged miners walking away with tears running down their coal-blackened faces.
One of the most important gifts that John Wesley had: he knew what worked, where
God was working. So he joined in the preaching, and saw the results;

at one point he spoke to an estimated 47,000 people there.
That preaching outside of Bristol would start John on
the adventure of a lifetime: he began to preach on
hillsides, in town squares, anyplace people would
listen. In one of the
most famous episodes,
when he wasn‟t allowed
to preach in his old
church of St. Andrews
in Epworth, Wesley
stood on his father‟s
grave and preached, to a
much larger crowd than
was in the church. With
looking at Wesley‟s
journal and the records
of his travels, it‟s estimated that he traveled over
250,000 miles on horseback or carriage, crisscrossing
England to preach the Gospel.
During that great time of revival,
people would come up to him after
he preached, asking what they
should do next to grow in their faith.
Others would come who felt the call
to preach, and wanted to be part of
this new movement. And again,
Wesley knew what had worked for
him. He directed those who came to
him to join in small groups like the
one he had at Oxford, to study together and to hold each other accountable in the
faith. And he‟d listen to the ones who felt
called to preach, to help them and hold them
accountable to sound Christian beliefs.
With the multitudes that were becoming part of
this movement of God, it became evident to
Wesley that meeting in random places - wasn‟t
working, so he bought property in Bristol for

Methodism‟s first building, called the New Room, with
meeting rooms for small groups and a chapel for preaching,
which again allows me to show a picture of me in one of
the pulpit Wesley preached in.
Doing what works: again, I‟m reminded of how Wesley‟s
life reflects the life of the Apostle Paul. Paul would use
any means to reach others with the Good News of Christ.
He said as much in his letter to the church in Corinth: I
have voluntarily become a servant to any and all in order
to reach a wide range of people: religious, nonreligious,
meticulous moralists, loose-living immoralists, the
defeated, the demoralized—whoever. I didn’t take on their way of life. I kept my
bearings in Christ—but I entered their world and
tried to experience things from their point of view.
I’ve become just about every sort of servant there is
in my attempts to lead those I meet into a God-saved
life.
Paul lived those words. He‟d eat pork with the
Gentile believers, shave his head in a Jewish
purification ritual for the believers in Jerusalem.
He‟d be in the temple in Jerusalem, the banks of the
river in Philippi, the town square in Athens, sharing
his faith. In his writing and preaching, he‟d use
reason, he‟d use history, he‟d tug on people‟s
emotions, and wasn‟t above using guilt or badgering
to lead others into a God-saved life. He was also not
above using his heritage as a Jew or his standing as a
Roman citizen to further the cause; when he was
imprisoned for
treason in Jerusalem, it was appealing for
Caesar to hear his case that got him on his
missionary journey to Rome, with the Empire
footing the bill.
The example for Paul and for John Wesley:
who else but Jesus? More often than in the
synagogue, you‟d find Jesus among the people.
And not just the socially acceptable of His day;

you‟d find Him eating with sinners and tax collectors, like
in the Matthew passage. His first miracles weren‟t in
Jerusalem, but on the Sea of Galilee and at a wedding in
Cana. Part of what encouraged John Wesley to join
Whitfield in field preaching was having preached on the
Sermon on the Mount just a few days before. Jesus went
where He was needed, doing what was needed.
You realize that‟s still true today, right? Jesus continues to
be with us, where He is needed, both at the right hand of
God interceding for us and present in our lives through the
Holy Spirit to walk beside us. Matthew records Jesus‟
promise to all His disciples: I’ll be with you as you do this,
day after day after day, right up to the
end of the age. And Jesus does what is
needed - not always what we ask for, and
not always what makes sense to us. Jesus
won‟t necessarily change a bad situation;
He didn‟t that for Himself, as He was
beaten and mocked by the Roman
soldiers the day He was crucified. But He
can and will take those bad situations and
bring good out of them.
I was reminded this week of words from Paul in his letter to the Roman Christians:
Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God’s Spirit is right alongside
helping us along. If we don’t know how or what to pray, it doesn’t matter. He
does our praying in and for us, making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our
aching groans. He knows us far better than we know ourselves…and keeps us
present before God. That’s why we can be so sure that every detail in our lives of
love for God is worked into something good.
Jesus continues to be an example to us, just as He
has been to all who follow Him. His commission
to His disciples continues to sound down through
the centuries: Go out and train everyone you meet,
far and near, in this way of life, marking them by
baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of
all I have commanded you.

So what does this say about revival, for us and for our churches? Let‟s start with us
personally, you and me. What works for you, to help you be closer to God? What
holds you back? The Apostle Paul told the Corinthians: Test yourselves to make
sure you are solid in the faith. Don’t drift along taking everything for granted.
Give yourselves regular checkups. You need firsthand evidence, not mere
hearsay, that Jesus Christ is in you. Test it out. We
need to look at our spiritual lives, seeing if we are
moving closer to Christ, seeing what works and what
doesn‟t to get us there. Wesley gave three easy rules
that people in his movement could use to checkup on
their life in Christ: do no harm, do good, attend the
ordinances (which means being faithful in spiritual
disciplines like prayer, study and Holy Communion).
He also encouraged being part of a small group, people
who would help each other grow in their faith. I‟d
encourage those same things for you as well.
And for the church? Well, what if we would follow Jesus example of what works?
His ministry was out where the people were, entering their world, experiencing
things from their point of view. We can do that as well, going beyond the walls of
the church building, and being the church. It‟s like he told us: Go out and train
everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life. GO OUT: Because, Folks,
expecting people to just walk through the doors of the church on their own to find
Jesus, it ain‟t working.
Jesus did what worked…for us and
all of God‟s children. Jesus left the
throne room of Heaven to enter our
world, enter our lives. He came to
show God‟s mercy, to call sinners
like us into a God-saved life. And in
the ultimate act of doing what
worked, Jesus showed God‟s mercy
by sacrifice, going to the cross that
we might be free from death‟s hold
on us. Folks, run hard for the finish line, give it everything you‟ve got. Go out and
train those you meet, everyone you meet, far and near, in God‟s way of life, And
remember, Christ will be with us as we do this, day after day after day, right up to
the end of the age.

JOHN 2:1-2 (NIV)
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus‟ mother was
there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.
MATTHEW 9:10-13 (NIV)
10
While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew‟s house, many tax collectors and
sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this,
they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and
sinners?”
12
On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the
sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: „I desire mercy, not sacrifice.‟ For I have
not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
ROMANS 8:26-28 (Message)
26-28
Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God‟s Spirit is right
alongside helping us along. If we don‟t know how or what to pray, it doesn‟t matter.
He does our praying in and for us, making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our
aching groans. He knows us far better than we know ourselves, knows our pregnant
condition, and keeps us present before God. That‟s why we can be so sure that
every detail in our lives of love for God is worked into something good.
2 CORINTHIANS 13:5-9 (Message)
5-9
Test yourselves to make sure you are solid in the faith. Don‟t drift along taking
everything for granted. Give yourselves regular checkups. You need firsthand
evidence, not mere hearsay, that Jesus Christ is in you. Test it out. If you fail the
test, do something about it. I hope the test won‟t show that we have failed. But if it
comes to that, we‟d rather the test showed our failure than yours. We‟re rooting for
the truth to win out in you. We couldn‟t possibly do otherwise. We don‟t just put
up with our limitations; we celebrate them, and then go on to celebrate every
strength, every triumph of the truth in you. We pray hard that it will all come
together in your lives.
I CORINTHIANS 9:19-26 (Message)
19-23
Even though I am free of the demands and expectations of everyone, I have
voluntarily become a servant to any and all in order to reach a wide range of people:
religious, nonreligious, meticulous moralists, loose-living immoralists, the defeated,
the demoralized—whoever. I didn‟t take on their way of life. I kept my bearings in
Christ—but I entered their world and tried to experience things from their point of
view. I‟ve become just about every sort of servant there is in my attempts to lead
those I meet into a God-saved life. I did all this because of the Message.
I didn‟t just want to talk about it; I wanted to be in on it!

24-25

You‟ve all been to the stadium and seen the athletes race. Everyone runs; one
wins. Run to win. All good athletes train hard. They do it for a gold medal that
tarnishes and fades. You‟re after one that‟s gold eternally.
26
I don‟t know about you, but I‟m running hard for the finish line. I‟m giving it
everything I‟ve got.
MATTHEW 28:16-20 (Message)
16-17
Meanwhile, the eleven disciples were on their way to Galilee, headed for the
mountain Jesus had set for their reunion. The moment they saw him they
worshiped him. Some, though, held back, not sure about worship, about risking
themselves totally.
18-20
Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge: “God authorized
and commanded me to commission you: Go out and train everyone you meet, far
and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of all I have
commanded you. I‟ll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up
to the end of the age.”
It is therefore expected of all who continue therein that they should continue to
evidence their desire of salvation,
First: By doing no harm, by avoiding evil of every kind, especially that which is
most generally practiced, such as:
 The taking of the name of God in vain.
 The profaning the day of the Lord, either by doing ordinary work therein or
by buying or selling.
 Drunkenness: buying or selling spirituous liquors, or drinking them, unless in
cases of extreme necessity.
 Slaveholding; buying or selling slaves.
 Fighting, quarreling, brawling, brother going to law with brother; returning
evil for evil, or railing for railing; the using many words in buying or selling.
 The buying or selling goods that have not paid the duty.
 The giving or taking things on usury—i.e., unlawful interest.
 Uncharitable or unprofitable conversation; particularly speaking evil of
magistrates or of ministers.
 Doing to others as we would not they should do unto us.
 Doing what we know is not for the glory of God, as:
 The putting on of gold and costly apparel.
 The taking such diversions as cannot be used in the name of the Lord Jesus.
 The singing those songs, or reading those books, which do not tend to the
knowledge or love of God.

Softness and needless self-indulgence.
 Laying up treasure upon earth.
 Borrowing without a probability of paying; or taking up goods without a
probability of paying for them.
It is expected of all who continue in these societies that they should continue to
evidence their desire of salvation,
Secondly: By doing good; by being in every kind merciful after their power; as
they have opportunity, doing good of every possible sort, and, as far as possible, to
all men:
 To their bodies, of the ability which God giveth, by giving food to the hungry,
by clothing the naked, by visiting or helping them that are sick or in prison.
 To their souls, by instructing, reproving, or exhorting all we have any
intercourse with; trampling under foot that enthusiastic doctrine that "we are
not to do good unless our hearts be free to it."
 By doing good, especially to them that are of the household of faith or
groaning so to be; employing them preferably to others; buying one of
another, helping each other in business, and so much the more because the
world will love its own and them only.
 By all possible diligence and frugality, that the gospel be not blamed.
 By running with patience the race which is set before them, denying
themselves, and taking up their cross daily; submitting to bear the reproach of
Christ, to be as the filth and offscouring of the world; and looking that men
should say all manner of evil of them falsely, for the Lord's sake.
It is expected of all who desire to continue in these societies that they should
continue to evidence their desire of salvation,
Thirdly: By attending upon all the ordinances of God; such are:
 The public worship of God.
 The ministry of the Word, either read or expounded.
 The Supper of the Lord.
 Family and private prayer.
 Searching the Scriptures.
 Fasting or abstinence.
These are the General Rules of our societies;


Wesley‟s General Rules for His Societies, circa 1743
From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church — 2012

