BGO Sermon for 10-9-16 – Revival: It Starts Here
Esther 4:9-14 (NIV), Zechariah 3:1-2 (NKJV), John 15:9-17 (NLT), Colossians 3:16-17 (NLT), John 4 (NLT)

Salisbury, UK: home base for
Amy & me for a good bit of our
trip across the pond. Though it
had a fairly busy downtown
district, and one of the most
beautiful and historic cathedrals
in the country, seemed like
hundreds of people on the
cathedral grounds all the time,
there was a peace & serenity about the town that made it our
favorite place in England. But back when John Wesley was
growing up, it probably wasn’t all that peaceful.
Wesley’s boyhood home of Epworth
certainly wasn’t. You see, that was a time in
England’s history when long-term
differences had made people distrustful of
religion; many
thought “church people” were a big part of the problem.
The rich took advantage of the poor, leaving them
feeling bitter and angry. People were defined by what
political group they belonged to, with the differences
often leading to violence. It was a place, a country, in
desperate need of revival.
Sound familiar? I could have been talking about
the United States here today.
We’re starting a new sermon series this week called “Revival.” I see it being part
travelogue, as we share some of our insights from the trip; part history, as we share
some of the high points of the life of John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist
movement; part challenge, as we look at what it means to be part of that movement
still today; and most importantly, all centered on God’s will and plan for us,
individually and as a church family: our destiny as God’s children.
We don’t often think of ourselves as having a destiny. We
read Scripture, and find that God does have a plan for us.
“The Lord directs the steps of the godly;” we find that in
the Psalms. And we often quote the prophet Jeremiah:

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good
and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”
Plans, direction, future, hope: that we’ll agree with. But destiny?
That speaks of something bigger, something more imposing, something that seems
beyond our normal lives.
John Wesley’s sense of destiny began to grow early in his life,
out of a near-catastrophic event. Wesley’s father Samuel, the
pastor assigned to St. Andrew’s church in Epworth, was a
well-educated member of the upper-class and loyal to the king;
his parishioners were farmers who had some of their property
taken by members of the king’s government. There were
numerous tensions there, even attacks on the Wesley’s
property.
When John was 4, the parsonage caught on
fire, quite possibly started by angry church
members. John’s parents and siblings got
out, but John slept through all the
commotion. The family gathered in the
courtyard to pray, then saw John looking
out from an upstairs window. Neighbors
formed a human ladder against the wall,
bringing young John to safety. As the
family rejoiced, John’s mother Susanna
quoted words from the prophet Zechariah: “Is this not a brand plucked from the
fire?” That event, and those words, followed John throughout his life, as he
recognized that God had saved him for a greater purpose. Oh, & John’s dad Samuel
had the parsonage rebuilt: brick this time, less flammable.
A greater purpose, given by God: it’s portrayed in the Bible’s account of Esther.
Remember her story? A beautiful young Jewish
woman, she was taken into the court of the Persian
king, made to become one of his queens, all without
him knowing her heritage. A plot developed to kill
all the Jews in the king’s empire; Esther was the
only person close enough to the king to save her
people. But to come to the king unsummoned?
He could have her put to death immediately.

When she shared her fears with her Uncle Mordecai, his response was this: “Do not
think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will
escape. For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews
will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish.
And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as
this?”
The rest of the story? Esther goes to the king, and in events that only could be
brought about by God, the entire Jewish nation was saved.
For such a time as this: that’s us, here and now. We have a purpose, a plan,
a direction, a destiny.
Saving a whole nation too big a job? Perhaps. But what about helping to bring
salvation to those in your neighborhood, the ones down the road?
That’s what we find with the story of the Samaritan
woman. Her date with destiny came at the well at
Sycar, with her encounter with Christ. There’s a lot
that could be said about the woman herself: how she
came to be at the well that time of day, what her life
had been like before, why she responded to Jesus the
way she did. The part I want to focus on today,
though, is what happened after she met Jesus. With the Living Water of Christ
beginning to well up in her, she leaves her water jar behind, and runs out to invite
her neighbors: “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did.”
And as John’s Gospel tells us: Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in
him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” So
when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he
stayed two days. And because of his words many more became believers. They
said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the
world.”
When we believe, when we know that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Savior of the world, it changes things, it
changes us, and it can change others. The message of
Christ, in all its richness, begins to fill our lives. We
give thanks through Christ to God the Father, living
more and more as a representative of the Lord Jesus.
We remain in Christ’s love.

And we’re given a new purpose, a new destiny, a divine appointment. “You didn’t
choose me,” Jesus tells his followers. “I chose you. I appointed you to go and
produce lasting fruit.”
Producing lasting fruit: that’s what was happening in
Epworth, through John Wesley’s mother Susanna. She
gave birth to 19 children; only half survived past
infancy. Herself well educated, though never in school
(girls didn’t do that back then), Susanna taught all of her
children at the kitchen table of the Epworth parsonage,
spending 6 hours a day on their lessons, both the boys
and girls.
Just as important to her was their spiritual growth. As
soon as her children could talk, she taught them the
Lord’s Prayer. She spent an hour a week with each child, asking about their faith,
their fears, their hopes and dreams, the state of their souls - a practice that would
later form John Wesley’s plan for spiritual growth for the members of his
movement.
Susanna held a Sunday night family
devotional time in her kitchen, to add to the
children’s spiritual growth. Now the story
goes that while Samuel Wesley was in
London, dealing with more church conflict,
an associate pastor, a rather dull preacher,
led the services at the church. Some in the
congregation asked Susanna if they could
join in the family devotions. More and
more asked to be a part of Sunday night, until over 200 people were cramming into
Susanna’s kitchen, while the morning service dwindled to nearly nothing. Not
surprisingly, this didn’t sit well with the associate pastor. He wrote a letter to
Samuel telling him of the scandal of his wife “preaching to the congregation.”
Samuel then wrote to his wife, asking her to stop. Her response was this:
If you do, after all, think fit to dissolve this assembly, do not tell me
that you desire me to do it, for that will not satisfy my conscience;
but send me your positive command, in such full and express terms
as may absolve me from all guilt and punishment for neglecting this
opportunity of doing good, when you and I shall appear before
the great and awful tribunal of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Because of Susanna Wesley’s efforts in her kitchen, it is said of her.
“…although she never preached a sermon or published a book
or founded a church, (she) is known as the Mother of Methodism.
Why? Because two of her sons, John Wesley and Charles Wesley,
as children consciously or unconsciously will, applied the example
and teachings and circumstances of their home life
So…anybody here this morning who doesn’t have a kitchen?
What might it mean if you would welcome someone into your
kitchen, or sit next to them in the lunch room, or invite them
to a restaurant just for a cup of coffee and some talk about
what God has done for you? The Apostle Paul tells us: Teach
and counsel each other with all the wisdom (Christ) gives.
Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with
thankful hearts. Imagine what might happen if we did that
with the people we’re closest with. We just might see revival,
in our area and in ourselves.
John Wesley knew that he had been saved - saved from
the fire in his boyhood home by his neighbors, saved
from the wrath to come by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.
And he knew that he had a call on his life, a divine
appointment by God.
If we’ve encountered the Risen Christ, if we’ve accepted
His sacrifice as our salvation, then every day is a divine
appointment to bring the Good News, to help bring
revival to our own little corner of the world.
Jesus says to all his followers: “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me.
You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go & produce lasting fruit.
You are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told me. You are
my friends if you do what I command. This is my command: Love each other.
Susanna Wesley once said: “There are two things to do about the gospel. Believe it
and behave it” Live out the purpose that God has given to each of us; Show your
love by sharing your faith. You have an opportunity to shape people’s faith for
years to come. You are here for such a time as this.

ESTHER 4: 9-14 (NIV)
9
Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 Then she
instructed him to say to Mordecai, 11 “All the king’s officials and the people of the
royal provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the
inner court without being summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to
death unless the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But
thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king.”
12
When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: “Do
not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will
escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews
will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who
knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”
ZECHARIAH 3:1-2 (NKJV)
Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord,
and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him.
2
And the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord who has
chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?”
JOHN 15:9-17 (NLT)
9
“I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. 10 When
you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s
commandments and remain in his love. 11 I have told you these things so that you
will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! 12 This is my
commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. 13 There is no
greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if
you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t
confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the
Father told me. 16 You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you
to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask
for, using my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other.
COLOSSIANS 3:16-17 (NLT)
16
Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel
each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs
to God with thankful hearts. 17 And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.

JOHN 4, Selected Verses (NLT)
4
Now (Jesus) had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called
Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well
was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was
about noon.
7
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give
me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
9
The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan
woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with
Samaritans.)
10
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for
a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”
11
“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep.
Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”
13
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but
whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them
will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
25

The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he
comes, he will explain everything to us.” 26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one
speaking to you—I am he.”
27
Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a
woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with
her?”
28
Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the
people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the
Messiah?” 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him.
39

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans
came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And
because of his words many more became believers.
42
They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said;
now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of
the world.”

